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THE ISSUE
What issue do students 
 wish to address through  

taking social action?

How can they connect  
this with a specific  

social action? 

9. REFLECTING 
AND EVALUATING

How will students reflect on 
and evaluate their proposed 

actions? How will they choose 
one action to undertake?

1. LEARNING
How will students 

learn about the 
issue and how it 

affects the different 
people involved?

  2. ENGAGING
 How well do students 
engage with the issue? 
What are their points of view, 
values, emotions, strengths? 

What aspects of the issue do 
students want to engage  

with or change?

3. OPPORTUNITIES
What are the existing or 
potential opportunities 

for social action? (groups, 
actions, organisations, 

campaigns) 

4. FOCUS
How does each social 
action or opportunity 

address different 
aspects of the issue?

5. CONTEXT
 Which context will 

students focus on? 
(personal, community, 

regional, national, 
international, global)

6. PEOPLE
 How will students consider, 
interact with, involve and be 
responsible for the people 
involved in and affected by 

their social action?

7. PLANNING
How will students plan 

their chosen social 
action? (what, how, who, 
when, why, where, for 

how long)

8. OUTCOMES
 What might be the 
potential and actual 

outcomes of students’ 
social action?

Social action wheel

Central organising idea 
Meaningful social action keeps the issue at the core and empowers students to make informed decisions.  At every 
step, come back to the central hub of the social action wheel to check that you’re aligned with the issue you’re trying to 
address. Remember that you can also amend the issue at any point as you work through all the spokes in the wheel. This 
may happen if you find that your focus has shifted or it’s too challenging for students to take action on the issue. 


